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Introduction 
 
While profits at Commercial Bingo Operators have declined over the past 10 
years due to the arrival of new gaming opportunities and new rules governing 
health standards related to smoking in the workplace, Bingo revenues still 
managed to exceed over $30,000,000.00 annually in the City of Ottawa and 
generate over 3 million to local charities.   
 
In the fall of 2006 the ownership of Rideau Carleton Entertainment Centre were 
approached by local charities about the possibility of becoming a commercial Bingo 
operator in Ottawa.  Due to the failure of available commercial bingo halls in Ottawa 
the charities at that meeting argued that a facility that was not solely dependent on 
Bingo revenues would provide a more secure facility for local charities to conduct 
their fundraising event 
 
After numerous discussions and monitoring the Bingo and Gaming markets in 
Ottawa and throughout the Province the owners of RCEC tabled a 
recommendation to the Board of Directors in the summer of 2008 which 
authorized the management team to submit an application to the City of Ottawa 
in the fall of 2008 to become a commercial Bingo Operator. 
 
The determining factors to proceed were based upon an independent marketing 
study commissioned in 2008 by Rideau Carleton Entertainment Centre that 
showed 15% – 20% of our existing clientele base would use this new program. 
The report indicated that a Bingo Hall at RCEC would either match or exceed the 
3 existing bingo halls contributions to charities in Ottawa. 
 
While revenues can not be guaranteed the decision to use a low volume dollar 
prize board with a split the pot format would reduce exposure for failure or losses 
to both the hall operator and charities.  
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Compliance to Municipal Zoning 
 
 
Please see Fotenn Planning Urban Design documentation confirming that RCEC 
is zone to conduct Bingo at 4837 Albion Road, Ottawa, Ontario K1X 1A3 
(17 Pages)  
 
See attached documentation - Appendix 1  
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Certificate of Registration 
 
Attach is a copy of RCEC Certificate of Registration Gamer Supplier 
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Map of Proposed Bingo Hall 
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Description of Proposed Operation…………….Facility 

 
The proposed Bingo Hall will be located on the second floor at Rideau Carleton 
Entertainment Center 4837 Albion Road in Ottawa’s south end. 
 
The designated 6800 sq ft Bingo Hall has a seating capacity of 579 and the fire 
marshal capacity of 600 persons. 
 
The facility is fully handicap accessible from elevators or escalators as well the 
second floor has washrooms that are handicap accessible. 
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Description of Proposed Games……….Game Format 
 
Each day RCEC plans to run 2 Bingo Sessions with 60 rapid Bingo 
Game’s per session or 14 sessions per week. 
 

11am  - 5pm        

Session 1 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 11 -12 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
12 - 1 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
1 - 2 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
2 - 3 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
3 - 4 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
4 - 5 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Total 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 

         
6pm – 11pm         

Session 2 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5 - 6 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
6 - 7 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
7 - 8 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
8 - 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

9 - 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
10 - 11 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Total 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 
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Description of Proposed Games………….Prize Board 
 
The RCEC Prize Board for each session will be $3,000.00 as outlined below 
 

11am  - 5pm        
Session 1 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 11 -12 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
12 - 1 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
1 - 2 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
2 - 3 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
3 - 4 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
4 - 5 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
Total $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00

         
6pm – 11pm         
Session 2 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5 - 6 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
6 - 7 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
7 - 8 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
8 - 9 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
9 - 10 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

10 - 11 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 
Total $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00
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Description of Proposed Games……….Sample Game 
 
This is a sample of the Bingo Session at RCEC will look like. 
 

GAMES Name of Game Split 50/50 Max $50.00 Book Price 
GAME 1 Letter X YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 2 Letter L YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 3 Inside Square YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 4 2 Lines YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 5 Outside Square YES $50.00  $2.00  
Break Break Break Break Break 
GAME 6 Letter L YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 7 Letter X YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 8 Inside Square YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 9 2 Lines YES $50.00  $2.00  
GAME 10 Outside Square YES $50.00  $2.00  
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Description of Proposed Games……….Charities Profit 
 

Projections based upon minimum player playing Split the Pot game to a max of 
$50.00 per game. 
 
  Per Day Per Week Per Month Per Year 
        
50-70 Player per 
Session $1,200.00 $8,400.00  $36,000.00 $438,000.00 
        
90-100 Player per 
Session $4,200.00 $29,400.00  $126,000.00 $1,533,000.00
        
Totals $5,400.00 $37,800.00  $162,000.00 $1,971,000.00
     
City of Ottawa     -$5,400.00 -$65,700.00 
Provincal Advertising   -$16,200.00 $197,100.00 
Owner   $77,220.00 $939,510.00 
Gst   $3,861.00 $46,975.50 
Charities   $59,319.00 $721,714.50 
Admin     -$5,939.00 -$72,174.50 
Charities Pool before 
Split     $53,380.00 $649,540.00 
     
14 Charities     $3,812.00  $46,395.71  
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List of Charities Supporting Application 

Orginal Charity List Contact Person Telephone Email  

1 National Irish Canadian Cultural Centre Patrick McDonald 613-222-0710 mcdonald64@sympatico.ca 

2 Ottawa General Football Club Mark Quinn 613-842-5035 mark.quinn@sympatico.ca 

3 St.Patrick Home Jennifer Conley 613-260-2739 jconley@magna.ca 

4 St.Brigids for Arts & Humanity Neil Wilson 613-299-4629 Neil@writersfest.com 

5 Operation Go Home Elspeth McKay 613-230-4663 emackay@operationgohome.ca 

6 Rideau Street Youth Enterprises Jan Sistek 613-562-3864 

 
rideaustreetyouth@bellnet.ca. 

 

7 Barrhaven Scottish Rugby Club Brian Lyall  613-795-1145 

 
Blyall@torbramelectric.com 

 

8 St.Peter & Paul's Church Mona Obaji 613-741-7924   

9 Ottawa Gaels Football Club Noel McGinnity 613-820-9017 

 
noel.mcginnity@gmail.com 

 

10 Royal Canadian Legion Barrhaven Gordon Ley 613-843-8691   

11 
Ottawa Firefighters Community 
Foundation Brian Conway 613-824-0916   

12 Twin Elm Junior Rugby Development Gerry Meagher 
63-560-6037 Ext 
21093   

13 Canada Day Arts Festival Inc Marcus Filoso 613-263-2844   

14 Victoria Day Festival Gregory Smith 613-561-4532   

Secondary Charity List Contact Person Telephone Email  

1 Preston Street Community Foundation  Angelo Filoso 613-561-4532   

2 
Italian Canadian Community Historical 
Society Nello Scipioni 613-733-9996   

3 Our Lady of Visitation Church Marie Trojan     

4 Ottawa Nepean Diving Club     Formerly Merivale Bingo Hall 

5 Synagogue & Jewish Community Centre  Anne Benedek   Formerly Merivale Bingo Hall 

6 
Early Beginnings Multicultural Daycare 
Centre  Anne Benedek   Formerly Merivale Bingo Hall 

7 Ottawa Jewish Community Summer Camp Anne Benedek   Formerly Merivale Bingo Hall 

8  Southend Hockey & Sports Camp  A.K. Nielsen  613-733-3515   

9 Ottawa Carleton Baseball Association  Bob Ross  613-521-0130   

10  Bytown Cultural and Sports Club Noel Boulerice 613-747-6571   

11  Association of Young Canadians Eddy Brooks 613-733-9329   

12  Perley Rideau Home Paul Finn 613-526-7194   
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Background of Applicant 

 
The Rideau Carleton Entertainment Centre ( RCEC) has been operating since 
1962. RCEC currently operates a harness horse racetrack with fifteen off-track 
betting locations. RCEC is also a landlord to the Slots with 1250 slot machines. 
The RCEC has been in the entertainment and gaming business for 46 years. The 
RCEC has a long established history of working closely with our regulars. Our 
success at this site is a testament to the dedication of the employees and 
shareholders of the corporation. The RCEC is ACGO licensed and all its 
management have been Key Licensed and many of our staff are AGCO 
employee licensed.  
 
The facility has 2500 paved parking spaces and is fully handicap enabled. We 
operate a shuttle service between our facilities to OC Transpo facility located at 
the South Keys Shopping Center. 
 
The staff being proposed to operate our Bingo Operation at RCEC are listed 
below:  
 

Richard Gardner  AGCO License 00090770   Secretary Treasurer 
 Currently Secretary Treasurer of Rideau Carleton Entertainment Centre 
 Over 14 years experience with racetracks and reconciling bets and money 

rooms. 
 Over 14 years experience working with regulatory bodies governing 

gaming in Ontario 

 
 

Joann Allan      AGCO License 00097792     Manager - Operations 
 Currently Senior Cashier with the OLG at RCEC 
 Over 20 years experience managing and operating Bingo’s in Ottawa 

 
 
 
 
 



Rideau Carleton Entertainment Centre 
Application to Establish a New Bingo Hall 

4837 Albion Road, Ottawa, Ontario K1X 1A3 (613) 822-2211  
 - 13 -                                                            

 
 

 
Mike Petetski    Assistant  Manager – Bingo Operations 

 Currently Manager of the Moneyroom at Rideau Carleton Raceway 
 Over 19 years experience in finance and reconciliation as well as 

regulatory compliance. 

 
 

Jeff Gobeo   ( PSIS #137732) Manager –  Security Bingo Operations 
 Currently Manager of Security at Rideau Carleton Raceway  
 Over 5 years experience in security and emergency services. 

 
 
NOTE: Once we are approved we will use existing licensed staff of RCEC who 
meet the regulatory requirements until we are able to backfill all available 
positions with permanent dedicated employees to support our Bingo Operation. 
Since May 1st we have received a number of individuals interested in positions at 
RCEC who are already licensed Bingo Callers and Workers. 
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Details of Proposed Facility 
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New Bingo Hall at Rideau Carleton - Business Case  
 
A survey commissioned by us in the fall of 2008 showed that close to 15%-20% 
from our existing client base would attend the new Bingo Hall if one existed at 
RCEC.  Currently RCEC attendance exceeds over 150,000 patrons per month or 
roughly 1.8 million annually. 
 
This is extremely important since it shows Bingo at Rideau Carleton could be 
successful without having to attract players from other bingo halls.  This value 
added gaming will compliment existing programs currently operating with our 
facility while not impacting charity bingo’s in the region. 
 
The quick rapid bingo format has been designed to enable portability of our 
patrons and not to force players to commit themselves to more than 1 hour in 
one location within RCEC. 
 
The rapid bingo game being proposed will ensure profitability of every time slot 
ensuring RCEC complies with ACGO thresholds on profitability for charities. 
Since prize board is set at $50.00 per game and/ or split the pot revenues from 
this program will not be at the same levels of other bingo halls. 
 
It is our intention to adjust the programs to achieve compliancy with both the City 
and Provincial regulators terms and conditions while at the same time increasing 
much needed revenues for charities. 
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Summary of Benefits of New Bingo Hall in Ottawa 
 
The benefit of a new bingo hall to the community is vital to numerous charities 
that have lost the opportunity to raise funds through gaming in the City of Ottawa 
over the past 10 years. In these hard economic times charities must find 
alternate sources of revenues to maintain existing programs since funding from 
granters are on the decline. 
 
RCEC 46 years of experience in the gaming and entertainment industry as well 
as 30 years plus working with the Alcohol and Gaming Commission brings to 
Ottawa a wealth of talent in food and beverages, marketing, communication and 
entertainment  fields that can be leverage for charities in Ottawa.  
 
A Charitable Bingo Hall at RCEC will enable 10-30 charities the opportunities to 
raise much needed funds for their programs. It is projected that within the first 
year RCEC will generate over $650,000 for charities in Ottawa climbing to $1.2 
million in year 2 
 
As well it is projected that the City of Ottawa will receive over $65,000.00 in 
lottery licensing revenues in its first year growing doubling with 2 years to 
$130,000.00. 
 
In summary a Bingo Hall located at RCEC is a Win – Win for the community, 
charities and the municipality. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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