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Report to/Rapport au : 
 

Environment Committee 
Comité de l’environnement 

 
June 29, 2012 
29 juin 2012 

 
Submitted by/Soumis par : Councillor M. McRae, River Ward / Quartier Rivière 

 
Contact Person / Personne ressource:  Carole Legault, Committee Coordinator, 

Coordonnatrice du comité 
613-580-2424, ext./poste 28934, carolea.legault@ottawa.ca 

 

CITY WIDE / À L'ÉCHELLE DE LA VILLE Ref N°: ACS2012-CMR-ENV-0006 

 
SUBJECT: COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS GRANT PROGRAM 

(CEPGP) 
 
OBJET : PROGRAMME DE SUBVENTIONS AUX PROJETS 

COMMUNAUTAIRES LIÉS À L’ENVIRONNEMENT (PSPCE) 
 
 
REPORT RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Environment Committee direct staff to ensure that the project criteria for 
the Community Environmental Projects Grant Program reflect the current Term of 
Council Priorities and include items such as: 

 Increasing the City’s urban forest cover; 

 Addressing the Emerald Ash Borer issue; 

 Initiatives related to the move to bi-weekly residual waste collection. 
 
 

 
RECOMMANDATION DU RAPPORT 
 
Que le Comité de l’environnement dirige le personnel de veiller à ce que les 
critères pour l’élaboration de projets du Programme de subventions aux projets 
communautaires liés à l’environnement reflètent les priorités pour le mandat du 
Conseil actuel et tiennent compte, entre autres, des objectifs suivants : 

 Accroître le couvert forestier urbain de la Ville; 

 S’attaquer au problème de l’agrile du frêne; 

 Entreprendre les initiatives liées à la collecte bimensuelle des matières 
résiduelles. 
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BACKGROUND 
At the 19 June 2012 meeting of the Environment Committee, Councillor McRae 
submitted the following notice of motion: 
 
WHEREAS the Community Environmental Projects Grant Program (CEPGP) was 
established in May, 1995 by the Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton (RMOC); and 
 
WHEREAS the CEPGP supported not-for-profit organizations, including community 
associations, service clubs and schools, who undertook initiatives to enhance the 
RMOC’s broad-based environmental objectives in the areas of solid waste diversion, 
water efficiency, wastewater and the water environment; and 
 
WHEREAS aside from the inclusion of sustainable development, the project criteria 
identified by the environmental objectives has not changed since the program’s 
inception; and 
 
WHEREAS Ottawa City Council has adopted Term of Council priorities to focus the 
work of Council and budgets on specific achievable goals; and 
 
WHEREAS it is appropriate to review the City’s Community Environmental Projects 
Grants Program in light of each Term of Council’s priorities;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT staff be directed to ensure that the project 
criteria for the Community Environmental Projects Grant Program reflect the current 
Term of Council Priorities and include items such as: 

 Increasing the City’s urban forest cover; 

 Addressing the Emerald Ash Borer issue; 
 Initiatives related to the move to bi-weekly residual waste collection. 

  
 
RURAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Community Environmental Projects Grant Program is available to all not-for-profit 
groups and organizations within the City of Ottawa, including those in the rural area.  
 
  
COMMENTS BY STAFF 
 
Staff supports the recommendation to align the Community Environmental Projects 
Grant Program funding criteria with current Term of Council Priorities, including the 
items described above.    
 
 
The City of Ottawa’s 2011-2014 Strategic Plan describes Council’s Environmental 
Stewardship priority as follows: 
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“Promote long-term sustainability and reduce our environmental footprint by 
maintaining and improving the quality of our air and water, by using green 
technology and promoting energy efficiency, and by protecting our natural 
resources and land to enhance the quality of the environment for our residents.” 

 
Three strategic objectives support this priority: 
 

 Improve stormwater management – Manage stormwater run-off safely and 
effectively while maintaining the health of the city’s streams and rivers.  The City 
will direct stormwater management in developing areas, identify opportunities for 
stormwater management retrofit, and ensure stream rehabilitation in older areas. 
 

 Enhance and Protect Natural Systems – Protect Ottawa’s urban and rural 
natural heritage, ecosystems and biodiversity using the concept of sustainability 
and environmental protection.  The City will also protect surface and groundwater 
sources of municipal water, ensure safe drinking water, and preserve trees and 
forests to help improve air quality. 
 

 Reduce Environmental Impact – The City will develop spaces wisely, increase 
diversion, make the best use of existing infrastructure, minimize disturbance of 
green spaces and sub-watersheds, develop lands within the urban boundary, 
and avoid outward sprawl. 

 
The broad objectives described above give CEPGP the ability to: 

 Attract a diversity of applications that reflect one or more strategic objectives set 
by Council; 

 More effectively support and respond to the wide range of environmental 
interests and needs in the community; and 

 Generate more comprehensive program outcomes. 
 
To illustrate how Council’s objectives might translate into actual community projects, the 
following are some of the kinds of projects that could be considered by the program: 

 species-at-risk / habitat monitoring 

 urban forestry and increasing the City’s urban forest cover 

 invasive species removal 

 stream and ravine revitalization 

 emerald ash borer awareness workshops 

 projects to increase sharing, recycling or composting given the City’s transition 
to bi-weekly garbage 

 energy efficiency or renewable energy initiatives 
 
Subject to Council consideration of this report, staff will finalize the 2012 program using 
the 2011-2014 Term of Council priorities as project funding criteria, and promote the 
program to potential applicants.  The 2012 application deadline is October 31. 
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Given that the Program has not been formally reviewed by Council since amalgamation, 
staff are proposing to bring forward a separate report on the overall program, along with 
additional program recommendations that could be considered by Committee/Council 
for implementation in 2013. This report is currently scheduled for September, 2012. 
 
 
COMMENTS BY THE WARD COUNCILLOR(S) 
 
This is a City-wide report. 
 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal impediments to implementing the recommendation in the report. 

 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no risk implications. 
 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications with the approval of the recommendation in this 
report. 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS 
 
The recommendations regarding the grant criteria do not impact accessibility. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
The program positively benefits the environment by supporting a range of community-
led environmental projects throughout the city. 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no technology implications associated with this report. 
 
 
TERM OF COUNCIL PRIORITIES 
 
The recommendation directly supports Council’s 2011-2014 Term of Council Priorities, 
specifically the Environmental Stewardship strategic priority.    
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DISPOSITION 
 
Upon approval of the report by Committee, Environmental Services to amend the 
criteria accordingly. 


