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Rideau-Vanier (Ward 12) Ref N°: ACS2012-CMR-PLC-0021 

 
 
SUBJECT: 
 

HERITAGE – MODIFICATION OF CONDITIONS FOR DEMOLITION 
OF 126 RIDEAU STREET (OGILVY BUILDING) 

 
OBJET : 
 

PATRIMOINE – MODIFICATION DES CONDITIONS DE 
DÉMOLITION DU 126, RUE RIDEAU (ÉDIFICE OGILVY) 

 
 
REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

That the Planning Committee recommend Council modify the conditions as set 
out in Report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 for the approval of the demolition of the 
Ogilvy Building at 126 Rideau Street under the Ontario Heritage Act as follows: 
 
1. That the issuance of a demolition permit for the Ogilvy Building to provide 

for the dismantling of the Rideau and Nicholas Street facades as approved 
by Council; and the dismantling of two bays along Nicolas Street for test 
panels be permitted prior to a Site Plan Control approval being in place; 
and 
 

2. That all other requirements and obligations to be met prior to the issuance 
of a demolition permit including the provision of securities in the amount of 
$2M as set out in report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 remain and that the 
Owner enter into an Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to the 
satisfaction of the General Manager, Planning and Growth Management 
and the City Clerk and Solicitor that provides for the Owners commitment 
and adherence to these requirements and obligations prior to these being 
formalized through the Site Plan approval and agreement at which time the 
MOU will cease to be in effect.  
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RECOMMANDATIONS DU RAPPORT 
 

Que le Comité de l’urbanisme recommande au Conseil de modifier les conditions 
décrites dans le rapport ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079, relatif à l’approbation de la 
démolition de l’édifice Ogilvy, situé au 126, rue Rideau, conformément à la Loi sur 
le patrimoine de l’Ontario, de la manière suivante : 
 
1. Que la délivrance d’un permis de démolition visant l’édifice Ogilvy et 

permettant le démantèlement des façades donnant sur les rues Rideau et 
Nicholas, approuvé par le Conseil, et permettant le démantèlement de deux 
baies donnant sur la rue Nicolas, destinées à des plaques d’essai, soit 
autorisée avant l’approbation du plan d’implantation; et 
 

2. Que toutes les autres exigences et obligations soient satisfaites avant la 
délivrance d’un permis de démolition, y compris le maintien du versement 
d’une caution totalisant 2 millions de dollars, tel qu’énoncé dans le rapport 
ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 et la signature par le propriétaire d’un protocole 
d’entente, à la satisfaction du directeur général, Urbanisme et Gestion de la 
croissance et du greffier municipal et chef du contentieux, prévoyant 
l’engagement des propriétaires et leur respect de ces exigences et 
obligations avant leur officialisation lors de l’approbation du plan 
d’implantation et de l’entente,  auquel cas le protocole d’entente deviendra 
caduc. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

Council on April 26, 2006 approved Report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 to allow for the 
dismantling, cataloguing, storage and reconstruction of the Rideau Street and Nicolas 
Street facades of the former Ogilvy’s Department Store known municipally as 
126 Rideau Street so as to provide for integration of these two street facades as part of 
the expansion of the Rideau Center. This approval is conditional on the Owner of the 
property posting $2M dollars in security and obtaining Site Plan Control approval for the 
expansion of the Rideau Center prior to commencing the works approved in Report 
ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079. At that time, the owners had submitted a site plan 
application for the proposed expansion, however, while staff was prepared to proceed 
with giving Site Plan approval, the owner decided not to proceed with the expansion at 
that time and withdrew their site plan application. 
 
The Owner has advised that the expansion plans for the Rideau Center are being 
reactivated and that new expansion plans are currently being developed.  The owner 
has further advised that the formal Site Plan Control application for the new expansion 
proposal will be submitted in Q1 of 2013 to allow Site Plan Control approval to be 
obtained in Q2 2013 so as to have the expansion completed by the early summer of 
2015.  
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Given the existing condition of the Ogilvy Building and the deterioration that has 
occurred over the past six winters, the Owner and their architect consider it advisable to 
begin the process of dismantling the Ogilvy Building prior to the start of the winter to 
allow for the orderly dismantling and cataloguing of the building elements to be 
preserved in an effort to reduce any further damage or deterioration to the building 
materials which may occur as a result of being subjected to another winter.  This will 
require that modifications be made to the conditions of approval set out in Report 
ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 and specifically to allow the approved works for the 
dismantling of the Ogilvy Building to be commenced prior to Site Plan Control approval 
being given for the expansion. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 

Heritage and Planning staff are aware that the building has deteriorated over the past 
six years when approval to remove the building was given and agree that allowing for 
the dismantling to be commenced in the fall of 2012 will serve to reduce further 
deterioration of the heritage elements of the two facades that are to be reconstructed 
and integrated into the Rideau Center expansion.  Staff further recommended that any 
approval to modify the 2006 approval maintain the requirement for the Owner to post 
the required $2M security as set out in Report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 prior to a 
demolition permit being issued. The Owner has agreed to post this security and has 
also agreed to enter into an MOU with the City confirming that any modifications to any 
conditions of the approval as set out in Report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 will not 
provide for any relief of any obligations that will be placed on the Owner and that these 
obligations will be formally set out in the Site Plan Control agreement to be executed at 
such time that the Site Plan Control approval for the expansion is given. 
 
The dismantling and cataloguing of the Ogilvy Building prior to Site Plan Control 
approval will allow for preventing further deterioration of the heritage elements of the 
building that are to be retained and integrated as part of the reconstruction of the 
Rideau and Nicholas street facades of the Ogilvy Building as part of the expansion.  It 
will also allow for the expansion of the Rideau Center and reconstruction of the Ogilvy 
Building to be commenced immediately following the Site Plan Control approval which 
would be expected to be given in late winter 2013 so as to enable the owner to meet the 
construction schedule that they have established to provide for project completion in the 
summer of 2015. 
 
In view of the foregoing it is recommended that the Planning Committee Recommend 
Council approve changing the conditions of the approval under the Ontario Heritage Act 
to allow for the dismantling of the Rideau and Nicholas Street facades as previously 
approved by Council and for the dismantling of two bays along Nicolas Street for test 
panels prior to a Site Plan Control approval being in place subject to: 
 

 The Owner posting securities in the amount of $2M prior to the demolition permit 

being issued; and  
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 The Owner entering into an MOU that provides for the Owners commitment and 

agreement to adhere to all requirements of the demolition approval as set out as 

set out in Report ACS2006-PGM-APR-0079 which will also extend to the works 

related to the test panels prior to having these formalized in the Site Plan Control 

agreement once the Site Plan Control approval is issued. 

The MOU will cease to be in effect once site plan approval is given for the expansion 
with the required site plan agreement executed by the owner. 
 
 
RURAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no rural implications associated with this report. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 

Consultation is not applicable at this time as this is a Councillor’s report. 
 
Planning and Growth Management Comments 
 
The Planning and Growth Management Department is in agreement with the 
recommendations of this report and note that allowing for the dismantling of the building 
help stop further deterioration as a result of being subjected to another winter. 
 
 
COMMENTS BY THE WARD COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Fleury supports the recommendations of this report. 
 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Due to the fact that the owner is agreeing to enter into an MOU maintaining the 
obligations and conditions previously approved by Council, and the posting of securities 
prior to the issuance of a demolition permit, there are no direct legal implications 
associated with this report. 
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk management implications associated with this report. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Due to the fact that the owner is agreeing to enter into an MOU maintaining the 
obligations and conditions previously approved by Council, and the posting of securities 
prior to the issuance of a demolition permit, there are no direct financial implications 
associated with this report. 
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ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS 

There are no accessibility impacts associated with this report. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no environmental implications associated with this report. 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no technology implications associated with this report. 
 
 
TERM OF COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

C3 Provide a compelling and vibrant destination 
EP3 Support growth and local economy 
HC4 Improve arts and heritage 
 
 
DISPOSITION 

Staff to implement Council’s decision. 


